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On a sunny day this past fall, I wandered into a small building filled with moving 
boxes, surrounded by gorgeous white and blue fabrics, furniture, and other 
decorative items. The backdrop was a neatly organized wall of magazines 
hailing from a myriad of cities, celebrating the work of esteemed interior 
designer Alexandre Fleuren.  

A quiet confident voice called out to me from a back office. It was a welcoming 
salutation, offering an immediate invitation to come in and have a seat.  

I don’t need to call attention to the rarity of that moment. 

My excitement grew as she divulged into her refined world of luxury interiors, 
passion for her clients, and results that have opened exclusive opportunities by 
consortium: Thibaut, Century, and Poltrona Frau, all mixed with grace and one 
of the most genuine smiles I have seen in a long time. 

Little did I know the building I wandered into that day belonged to the founder 
and owner of Alexandre Fleuren Interiors, and the hidden gem of the southern 
elite for over 24 years.  

A conversation with 
Alexandre Fleuren 

Q: Your work is celebrated for its 
refinement, restraint, and soul. When you 
walk into a space for the first time, what are 
you instinctively looking or listening for? 

Alexandre: The first thing I see in a space 
is the light, where it comes from and how 
it moves through the room. I want light to 
dance and give life to the space. Next, I study 
the details within the architecture. If those 
elements are staying, I make sure the design 
makes sense in the space. Most of all, I listen 
beyond words and expressions to my clients’ 
passion, as that’s what guides the design 
and should be reflected in their space. Their 
passion becomes the foundation. I care 
deeply, and that connection naturally blends 
their spirit with my vision. The result is a 
space they love, one that feels like them 
and looks like no one else. People are my 
passion. Always. 

Q: I have always admired how the discovery 
phase of your process emphasizes truly 
listening, then forming targeted questions 
embracing every fiber of the client’s 
narrative. You always find a way to create 
the perfect synergy. Would you mind 
elaborating on this approach? 

Alexandre: Understanding what my clients 
want, what their goals are, and what their 
hopes are. That becomes my passion for 
the space, and that inspires the design. It’s 
important to understand passion is the most 
important element in our entire framework. 
The client’s passions drive the design. 
Understanding their goals and hopes 

becomes my passion for the space. When we 
have that final reveal, I don’t see the design. 
I see the person. That’s what makes the 
design successful. 

Q: Project management is a significant 
part of your services. How do you ensure 
efficiency and maintain your client’s vision 
throughout the project? 

Alexandre: We have consistent internal 
processes that we follow for every project. 
The client is aware of timelines and next 
steps but isn’t burdened with the minutiae. 
They get to enjoy the creative process and 
result without the weight of all the details. 
We provide updates every other week: what 
happened in the last two weeks, what’s 
ahead in the next two weeks, and what 
decisions they need to make. Each team 
member focuses on their part of the process, 
and because we handle so much in-house, 
our communication is excellent. Clients don’t 
have to chase information and always have 
direct access to me. 

Q: How does team structure contribute to 
the success of your projects? 

Alexandre: My team is critical to the success 
of Alexandre Fleuren Interiors. We’re unique 
in having specialists like our soft goods 
expert who ensures custom goods are 
fabricated correctly. Having our own installer 
means clients have the same person in their 
home throughout the process, not different 
vendors. This ensures better quality control, 
efficiency, and a seamless client experience. 

Q: What are unique challenges and rewards 
of working on historic properties, such as 
the 200-year-old South of Broad property? 

Alexandre: The property you mentioned 
was a multi-property project, and one of my 
favorites. I was asked to bring in all the team 
members, including the general contractor 
and the landscape architect. It was a massive 
project, and the whole experience was an 
incredible journey for all of us. My client was 
from Detroit, but wanted to fully embrace 
becoming a part of Charleston. I loved the 
challenge, and I am happy to say they now 
feel like Charleston is their hometown. 
Mission accomplished!

It’s been an honor getting to know the 
beautiful mind of Alexandre Fleuren. I admire 
how she keeps those she loves and trusts by 
her side, stays grounded, and shows sincere 
gratitude in every moment of her day.  

On a personal note, one of my favorite 
glimpses into her true aura came this past 
May, when I walked up to her beautiful 
Mount Pleasant home and was greeted by 
a pair of dancing cactuses at the door and 
head-to-toe Cinco de Mayo–themed catering, 
lovingly arranged by her daughter from 
her dorm room, in celebration of her best 
friend, trusted marketing thought leader, and 
confidant, Kim Conger, for her 50th birthday. 
It’s no wonder she is so deeply embraced by 
the luxury community of the South.

By Katherine S Von Haden 

The Art of Listening 

www.alexandrefleuren.com
100 Coastal Dr, Suite 115 Charleston, SC 29492
P: 843.437.1396 | E: info@designafi.com
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